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BY FERNANDO NARDONE

ertigo stands alone among chic

placesin downtown Bellevue where

you can dine, drink and dance. It is

a perfect place to bring your sweet-
heart or to meet someone new.

Owner Bill Khanna has put his heart and soul
into this project, and it shows. There is a great
ambience and light-toned modern decor in
shades of cream, grey, and white with tall
leather booths. Anticipate an outstanding
experience upon being greeted by the charis-
matic Maitre d’, Ray Thorkildsen.

Cuisine at Vertigo is prepared by talented
Italian chef Stefano Mazzi with many fla-
vorful signature dishes. The antipasto misto
plate of salumi and cheeses is full of flavor
and punch. Stefano’s homemade ravioli are
fantastic — fresh, earthy, cooked al dente,
and stuffed with Porcini or lobster. For my
entrée, | devoured the succulent lamb ten-
derloin, simple yet full of flavor and depth.

All polished with a bottle of Poggio Brunel-
lo, one of the finest wines in the world with
its glorious aromas, full-bodied silky feel,
and long intense finish.

The romantic cocktail lounge/bar is my fa-
vorite spot to enjoy drinks pre-dinner, after-
dinner, or any time in between. The bartend-
ers are great, the wines are new classic and
the cocktails are “forte”. With 20, 30, 40 and
50-something professionals ready to hit the
dance floor, the enthusiastic DJ is spinning
music from around the world, even welcom-
ing requests. The Club area is small yet el-
egantly appointed with white and colored
leather lounges; the effect is class meets
exotic. Another bottle of Brunello is perfect
right about now.

A lovely dining experience for couples,
friends or groups.

Salute, Fernando Nardone, Food And Wine
To send comments and information to Fer-
nando Nardone; italia98@msn.com
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